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Research Interests: Scientific support for decision makers on climate change and ecosystems in
the Arctic and sub-Arctic. He leads projects on: historical climate changes, climate and sea ice
projections in northern latitudes, ecosystem indices in the Bering Sea, and the Arctic Report Card
and Sea Ice Outlook Websites. He contributed to the government response to the Endangered
Species Act listings for polar bears, ribbon seals and spotted seals, and to the Arctic
Transportation Study. He supports the Arctic Council and the International Arctic Science
Committee on Arctic Climate Change. He advises NOAA fisheries managers on climate change
issues, which in turn helps set fisheries quotas for the Bering Sea.

Academic Training

Ph.D. New York University, Physical Oceanography and Meteorology, 1973
M.S. University of Washington, Physical Oceanography, 1971

B.S.  University of Washington, Physical Oceanography, 1970

Recent Awards

2007,1986 Editors’ Citation for Excellence in Refereeing for Geophysical Research Letters
2007  Invited speaker, Crafoord Prize Symposium

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 NOAA for substantial publication productivity

2002 NOAA Administrator’s Award (Leadership in Arctic Science)

1999 NOAA Special Act—Climate Change and Fisheries

Selected Societies and Committees

International Arctic Science Committee-Interim Chair for Atmosphere 2009-
US Marine Mammal Commission 2007-

Arctic Council, Climate Expert Group 2005-

Committee on the Coastal Ocean, National Academy of Sciences, 1990-1996
Panel on Marine Meteorology, National Academy of Sciences 1993-1994
Panel on Coastal Meteorology, National Academy of Sciences, 1990-1991
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Selected Journal Activities
Editorial Advisory Board, Polar Record 2007-
Editor, J. Geophysical Research, Oceans, 1990-1994

Presentations
Dr. Overland makes over 12 scientific presentations a year, many of them are invited.
Presentations in the previous year included COP 15 in Copenhagen in December 2009.

Selected Recent Journal Publications
Overland has over 100 peer reviewed articles on climate and ecosystems and a citation rate of
over 190 per year. Visit the PMEL Publications Page for more publications.
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